Worship Enhrichment
Opportunities

A Note from TUMC

Children’s Ministry Staff

Tarrytown (Jhited
Methodist Church

The children’s staff works hard to make
worship a pleasant experience for you
and your children, by providing age ap-
propriate activity folders that help en-
gage your child in the service and by
providing worship enrichment opportu-
nities at the 9:30 and 11:00 services.

Extended Care
Ages 3-5

Extended care is a worship program that allows
your child to continue worshiping with their
friends by gathering them together before the ser-
mon and presenting them with an age appropriate
lesson, craft, and snack. Through this program we
hope your child will grow in their knowledge and
faith in God.

Musikgarten

Kindergarten ¢ 1st Graders
Musikgarten is an early childhood music experi-
ence using Bible stories as the basis for the songs
we sing. One year they are stories from the Old
Testament, the next year, the New Testament. We
experience music through songs, dancing, rhythm
instruments, and listening. All of these also en-
hancing various stories from the Bible.

Children in Worship
2nd-¢th Grade

Children in Worship is a worship program that
allows older elementary students the opportunity
to continue worshiping with their peers after the
reading of scripture. The CIW structure engages
your child in the scripture and gives them time to
respond (with an art project, skit or other activity).
Through this program we hope your child will
grow in their knowledge and faith in God.

« At Tarrytown United Methodist
Church, we realize how important
these early years are in developing
your children’s faith, their relation-
ship with God, and their love of wor-
ship.

« Because we believe in the impor-
tance of families worshiping to-
gether, we encourage you to
choose a time for your family to at-
tend Sunday school, and then to
choose a time for your family to
worship together.

« We know that there are days when
your children are wiggly and dis-
tracted. We want to remind you that
this is o.k. and that all children
(wiggles included) are welcome in
our sanctuary.

« We want the sanctuary to become a
safe place where your children can
talk to, listen to, and praise God.

e« The children’s ministry staff is al-
ways available to help you as you
begin to teach your child the impor-
tance of worship.

Tell me... Tll forget.
Show me... T may remember.

Inhvolive me and T'll understand.

Children
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Why Children In
Worship

Helping Children Get
TReady for Worship

Helping Children
Worship

Children in Worship learn that
they belong to Jesus Christ

They learn that they are wel-
come in the church commu-
nity, and that they are valued
as persons by God and by
their church family.

They learn the Lord’s Prayer,
the Doxology, the creeds,
and the hymns.

They gather many memorable
experiences of Christian fel-
lowship and community
which they will draw on later
for support, nurture, and fa-
miliarity.

They learn how to praise God
and how to respond to God
through music and prayer.

They hear stories from the Bi-
ble read and interpreted, and
begin to see Christian wor-
ship as one place where God
speaks to them.

They hear prayers for others
and know that people are
lifted up in times of joy and
sadness.

Sunday morning starts on Satur-
day night! Lay out clothes and
gather the items that needs to go
to church.

On the way to church, talk to your
children about what they can ex-
pect to see and hear during the
worship service. Give them some
things to look for or to listen for
that Sunday.

Be sure children go the bathroom
before worship begins.

When you arrive at the sanctuary,
sit as near the front as you are
comfortable. Children can see and
hear better, and are better able to
participate in the service when
they are closer to the front.

Have your child pick up a worship
folder. We offer two different age
appropriate folders (pre-K & Kin-
dergarten, or Elementary)

Greet other children as they come
in. Express your joy at having chil-
dren in worship.

Help young readers use hymnals
and Bibles. Help them by holding a
bookmark or the bulletin under the
lines.
Whisper instructions that will help
them know what is happening:
o« “Now itis time to tell God that
we are thankful”
o “Now we will listen to the
choir”
e« “Now itis time for the offer-
ing.”
Encourage children, especially
school age children, to stand at the
appropriate times in the service.
When worship is over, praise your
child:
e “llike the way you stood for
the hymns.”
e “Thank you for giving a hym-
nal to the family next to us.”
Avoid tired, hungry criticism and
complaints on the way home. Hear
what people did, enjoyed, won-
dered about.
Take children’s concerns and ques-
tions about church seriously. Help
them understand why going to wor-
ship is important to you AND why it
is important in our church family for
them to be present.



