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p.m. Join us for fellowship, 
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Open hearts, open minds, open doors
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Prayer Commitment  2007
by Ed McHorse

We have all seen prayer in places that appear to be out of context.  
After scoring a touchdown, a football player will drop to one knee for 
a prayer.  Or a baseball player will cross himself and look skyward, 
either before an at bat or after a home run.  

If you are like me, you may have a tendency to look at these acts as 
more of a ritual than a prayer.  Recently, I asked my 11-year-old what 
he thought it meant when he saw a player give a short prayer during a 
game.  To my surprise, he said he thought it was “good.”  (As you know, 
11-year-old boys respond to questions with as few syllables as possible.)  
As we talked further, I learned that what he saw in the player’s action 
was that of someone taking time from what he was doing to pray or be 
in conversation with God.  

If I remember that I am not the judge of the quality of the prayer, then 
what my son observes is what I am trying to accomplish in my prayer 
life – more frequent and less structured prayer.  Although I do not often 
ýnd my prayer opportunities after scoring a touchdown, I have found 
that the opportunities for prayer are not always in the traditional places.  
Instead, what works best for me right now is a prayer conversation that 
presents itself in the quiet moments of the day – driving to work without 
the radio on, an elevator ride alone up to my ofýce, or waiting to pick 
up a child from a practice or lesson.  

My prayers are not as public as those of some of the athletes on tele-
vision, but if I am less cynical, then perhaps we share a goal of trying 
to be in prayer each day at more times and in more places than just at 
the dinner table and as we tuck the kids into bed at night.  

Join us each Wednesday in 
Lent (following Ash Wednes-
day) for a brief devotional time 
and lunch.  

The service is held at 12:10 
p.m. in the sanctuary and in-
cludes scripture, inspirational 
talk, prayers, and hymns. 

A soup and sandwich lunch 
follows at 12:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. The lunch is 
provided by our adult classes 
and is free of charge.  The 
traditional meal is intention-
ally simple so that our brief 
time together during the noon 
hour might be more focused 
on the feeding of our souls 
through worship, prayer, and 
fellowship rather than the fo-
cus being on the food we are 
consuming.

Lenten Devotional 
Services & Lunch

12:10 p.m.

Dr. Wayne Danielson will 
be the devotional speaker on 
Wednesday, February 28, 
2007, at the noon Lenten 
Service in the sanctuary of 
TUMC. His talk is entitled, 
“The Secret of Content-
ment.” 

Dr. Danielson was born De-
cember 6, 1929, in Burlington, 
Iowa, a small Mississippi river 
town on the edge of the prairie. 
He attended graduate school at 
Stanford University, earned a 
master’s degree in journalism, 
and worked for the SanJose 
Mercury-Herald as a reporter 

and research manager. He later returned to Stanford,completed the 
doctorate in mass communication research, and in 1957 began a 
teachingcareer. He has taught at Stanford, the University of Wis-
consin at Madison, the Universityof North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
and, since 1969, at the University of Texas at Austin. He served 
for ýve years as dean of the School of Journalism at UNC and for 
10 years as dean of the College of Communication at UT Austin.
He holds the DeWitt Carter Reddick Regents’ Centennial Chair in 
Communication at the University of Texas at Austin. He is retired 
and has become an emeritus professor.

Wednesday, February 28, 2007
Noon Lenten Service 

Dr. Wayne Danielson

Runners take your places!
Get ready to run the race of a lifetime!

Cross Country Children’s Musical 
1st-5th grade

Training (rehearsals) begin Sunday February 25th at 4:00 
in the commons area under the fellowship hall. 

Hope to see you there!

Name Tags!
Remember – Let’s all wear our 

nametags.
It offers the other person yet 

another welcome. Please call the 
church ofýce at 472-3111 for a 
replacement, if needed.

During the past seven years, I have 
had the privilege and honor of serving 
this congregation as the Director of Youth 
Ministries.  As you may know, I am getting 
married next month and beginning a new 
chapter in life.  Through much prayer and 
thoughtful consideration, I began recently 
looking for a new job (one that did not 
require the extensive travel, nights and 
weekends).  A new door has opened and I 
have accepted an offer at Hoover’s, a Dunn 
& Bradstreet Company.  It is a difýcult 
decision, but as I look forward to being 
married (and in the near future starting a 
family), it is a necessary change.  

I have so many fond memories of this 
church.  The youth are amazing disciples 

of Christ and a loving community to one another.  The parents are so 
supportive of youth ministry and of their kids.  I am blessed to have 
spent time here and with you.  

My last day in church will be Sunday, March 4th.  I hope to see you 
on the front porch after the 11:00am service!

A Bitter-Sweet Farewell
from Trish Perdue

As you have read in Trish’s article, she will be leaving us as Direc-
tor of Youth Ministries to pursue a new career.  I am grateful for the 
many ways Trish has brought her gifts to our youth ministry program 
these past almost seven years.  I have watched the program deepen as 
youth and parents have been served by her leadership.  We will miss 
her, but wish her well in her new adventures of married life and new 
job!  Trish’s last Sunday with us will be March 4.  I hope you will plan 
to be present that day to visit with her following the 11:00 service on 
the front porch.  There will also be an opportunity later that same day 
(Sunday, March 4) for the youth to honor her upcoming wedding and 
wish her well in her new ventures.  

The SPRC (Staff Parish Relations Committee) will be meeting next 
week with Robert and me to take the next steps in designating a new 
Director of Youth Ministries.  

From Ann regarding the Youth Director

Trish Perdue, 
Youth Director

The three daytime circles of the United Methodist Women will meet 
on Tuesday, February 27th, at 10 a.m. in room 228 of the education 
wing.  Bring any articles you may have for the Friendship Community 
Center and join us for fellowship and light refreshments.  All women 
of the church and their guests are welcome.

United Methodist Women’s Circle Meetings




